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Biographical Notes: 
 
Jay A. Gottfried, MD, PhD, received his AB from Princeton University, and his MD and PhD 
degrees from New York University, where his thesis work focused on patch-clamp recordings in 
rat hippocampal slices. After an internship at Mt. Sinai Medical Center in New York, he completed 
a neurology residency at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.  
 
In 2001 Dr. Gottfried received a three-year Physician-Postdoctoral Research Fellowship from the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute to work at University College London, where he launched a new 
research direction in functional imaging of the human olfactory brain.   
 
In 2004 he joined Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine as Assistant Professor of 
Neurology, and was promoted to Associate Professor with Tenure in 2010.   
 
As a physician, Dr. Gottfried sees patients with memory loss, dementia, neurobehavioral 
syndromes, and central disorders of smell loss.  
 
As a scientist, he uses a combination of sensory psychophysics, functional MRI, physiological 
recordings, multivariate pattern analysis, computational modeling, and more recently, intracranial 
EEG techniques, to understand how odor information is encoded and stored in the human brain, 
and how emotion, learning, and experience modulate this information at the perceptual and 
neural levels.   
 
He has authored numerous journal articles, chapters, and reviews in leading journals, including 
Science, Nature Neuroscience, Neuron, and Nature Reviews Neuroscience, and is the editor of a 
recent book titled Neurobiology of Sensation and Reward, published by CRC Press.  
 
Dr. Gottfried has won two awards from the Association for Chemoreception Sciences as well as 
the Derek Denny-Brown Neurological Scholar Award from the American Neurological 
Association. He is a regular member on the Somatosensory and Chemosensory Systems (SCS) 
study section at NIH, and a Reviewing Editor for the Journal of Neuroscience. His research has 
been continuously funded by the NIH since 2006. 
 
Visit Dr. Gottfried's website to learn more: 
http://www.neurology.northwestern.edu/faculty/gottfried/index.html 
 
Honors, awards, and scientific service 
 
1990 Medical Scientist Training Program (MSTP) Scholarship, New York University 

School of Medicine and the National Institutes of Health 
2001 Annual Neurology Resident Scholarship, American Academy of Neurology 
2001 Award of Excellence in National In-Service Neurology Exam, University of 

Pennsylvania 

http://www.neurology.northwestern.edu/faculty/gottfried/index.html
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2001 Howard Hughes Medical Institute Physician-Scientist Research Fellowship, 
University College London (mentor: Raymond J. Dolan), 2001-2004 

2004 The Moskowitz Jacobs Award for Research in the Psychophysics of Human 
Taste and Olfaction, Association for Chemoreception Sciences (AChemS) 2004 
Annual Meeting 

2007 The Science of Fragrance Award, The Sense of Smell Institute and the 
Association for Chemoreception Sciences (AChemS) 

2009 Faculty Member, Faculty of 1000 Biology – Neuroscience/Sensory Systems 
2010 Scientific Review Associate, European Journal of Neuroscience 
2010 Review Editor, Frontiers in Integrative Neuroscience 
2010 Member, Somatosensory and Chemosensory Systems [SCS] Study Section, 

NIH, 2010-2014 
2011 Derek Denny-Brown Young Neurological Scholar Award, American Neurological 

Association 
2013 Reviewing Editor, Journal of Neuroscience 
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