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We are pleased to announce the second Request for Applications for the BrainsCAN Postdoctoral 
Fellowship Program. This program is part of Western’s $66M BrainsCAN initiative, supported by the 
Canada First Research Excellence Fund (CFREF). The CFREF investment is intended to enable researchers 
at the University, along with their national and international academic and commercial partners, to seek 
answers to fundamental questions regarding how we learn, think, move and communicate.  
 
Training the next generation of researchers is a key aim of BrainsCAN, and postdoctoral fellows are the 
engines of innovative research. The BrainsCAN Postdoctoral Fellowship Program has been developed 
to attract the world’s most promising early career neuroscientists. Successful applicants will be outstanding 
scientists whose innovative work has already achieved impact, and who have demonstrated great potential 
for continued contributions. 
 
Already ranked amongst the best in the world in cognitive neurosciences and neuroimaging, Western 
researchers employ cognitive, computational, clinical, and translational approaches to understand and 
intervene in brain function. Postdoctoral Fellows will have access to BrainsCAN-supported core facilities 
for neuroimaging; for studying human cognition, behaviour and sensorimotor control; for development and 
use of computational methods; and for establishing and exploring rodent and nonhuman primate models of 
cognition and behaviour. Skilled staff within these cores support state-of-the-art technical equipment 
including research-only MRI systems (3T, 7T, and 9.4T), laboratories for cognitive, behavioural, and 
electrophysiological testing in humans and animal models, advanced molecular techniques, a sleep 
laboratory, and access to a variety of neurological patient populations in affiliated teaching hospitals.  
 
Up to 10 BrainsCAN Postdoctoral Fellowships will be awarded in the Spring 2018 competition, to highly 
qualified individuals from any country. Depending on prior experience, awards will be offered for 2 years 
(Tier II) or 3 years (Tier I), potentially renewable, with annual salary ranging from $55,000-$75,000 CAD 
(plus benefits) depending on Tier and on other funding, as well as an independent research/travel allowance 
of $3000-$5000 per year (depending on Tier).  Tier I recipients will also have access to apply for internal 
BrainsCAN operating funds of over $12M for innovative research. Benefits include Employment Insurance, 
Canada Pension Plan, a health care spending account (to cover eye and dental care, prescriptions, etc), 
parental leave, and Western’s mentorship and professional development program for postdoctoral scholars, 
Competitive Edge (http://bit.ly/2tBfAtm). 
 
Applicants must identify and contact potential advisors at Western before applying. An interdisciplinary, 
collaborative approach, involving affiliation with more than one lab, is strongly encouraged. 

 
The application deadline for this competition is May 1, 2018 11:59 EST, with successful candidates taking 
up their award no later than August 15, 2019.  Further information about this funding opportunity and 
application forms can be found at: brainscan.uwo.ca. Western’s School of Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies assists prospective and new postdoctoral fellows and their families with their transition to the 
University and to London, Ontario. 


