
Shrum Chair in Neurobiology at Simon Fraser University.

The Gordon M. Shrum Chair in Science Fund was created in 1983; this endowed chair 
was established in the name of the founding chancellor of Simon Fraser University. The 
Faculty of Science seeks to fill the Shrum Chair for a 5-year term, with an ongoing, 
tenure-track appointment at the Associate Professor level. 

We seek a candidate who engages in translational research relevant to 
diseases of the nervous system. Research areas include, but are not restricted to, 
determining fundamental principles of neuronal development and function in human 
health or dissecting the mechanisms of impaired neuronal development, nervous 
system dysfunction and neurodegeneration. The ideal candidate is an outstanding and 
innovative researcher who is internationally recognized with an interdisciplinary 
background in biomedical research. 

The successful candidate will join a vibrant and growing community of neuroscientists 
across multiple departments that encompasses fundamental to translational research. 
The SFU neuroscience community has particular expertise in cellular neuroscience, 
neuroimaging, sensorimotor control, neuromechanics, neuroplasticity, and molecular 
neurobiology of development, ageing, and disease. We envisage that the candidate will 
bring innovative experimental approaches that complement and expand existing 
strengths. For information on neuroscience research at SFU see 
http://www.sfu.ca/neuroscience.html. 

The Chair will play a leadership role in bridging existing research strengths in molecular, 
cellular, and systems-level neuroscience at SFU. S/he will facilitate ties with 
researchers at SFU and associated institutions to initiate collaborative research projects 
and lead multi-investigator grants. The successful applicant will be expected to 
contribute to the teaching mission of their home department.

Applicants should submit a single PDF containing a cover letter; a CV including a list of 
publications; the names and email addresses of four referees; and a 2-3 page 
document summarizing their qualifications and a vision for a 5 year research program. 
This latter document should indicate how the research would capitalize on and improve 
existing research strengths at Simon Fraser University. Applications should be 
submitted by email to:

Dr. Peter Ruben
Chair, Shrum Chair Search Committee
Associate Dean, Research and Graduate Studies, Faculty of Science
Simon Fraser University
pruben@sfu.ca

Screening of applications will commence on October 1, 2017. The competition will 
remain open until the position is filled. The successful candidate will be appointed 
commencing as early as September 2018. The Search Committee will recommend one 

http://www.sfu.ca/science/research/featured-researchers/shrumchair.html
http://www.sfu.ca/neuroscience.html


candidate for ratification by the appropriate home department. The home department in 
which the Chair is located will be determined based on the candidate’s research 
program, and will be either Biological Sciences, Biomedical Physiology and Kinesiology, 
or Molecular Biology and Biochemistry. 

Under the authority of the University Act personal information that is required by the 
University for academic appointment competitions will be collected. For further details 
see: http://www.sfu.ca/vpacademic/Faculty_Openings/Collection_Notice.html

All candidates are encouraged to apply; however, Canadian citizens and permanent 
residents will be given priority. Simon Fraser University is committed to employment 
equity and welcomes applications from all qualified women and men, including visible 
minorities, persons of aboriginal heritage, persons with disabilities, and LGTBQ-
identified persons.


